Silver Spring Presbyterian Church

2009-2010 Confirmation Class

Learning Project #5: “Expressions of Faith”

There are many ways to express faith.  Sometimes we focus so much attention on verbal and written expressions of propositional truths about what we believe that we fail to appreciate the value of other forms of expression.

And yet, some of the most lasting expressions of faith are not propositional at all.  Some of the most lasting expressions of faith are more artistic--music, architecture, art.  What would our culture be like without the expressions of faith left for us by people like J.S. Bach, Christopher Wren, Leonardo DaVinci?

In this learning project, you will have the opportunity to express faith in whatever manner you choose.  The possibilities are practically endless.  Some past projects have been:

1)Playing a sacred music selection on the piano or other instrument.

2)Scripting and filming a video.

3)Doing a sculpture.

4)Showing slides and explaining a favorite hobby.

5)Making a collage.

6)Editing together excerpts of a religious nature from various films.

7)Writing a short story based on a life experience or a poem.

8)Drawing a picture.

9)Looking at religious symbolism in art.

Whatever it is that you choose to do, be creative--artistic.  We do not need professional quality.  What we want is an expression of faith that means something to you.

You are allowed to work with a partner or two from the class and do a combined project.  You are allowed to seek out the assistance of your mentor.  You will be asked to describe your project at our last--Confirmation Meeting, Sunday, April 25 at 5:30 PM.

The project itself will be presented to the Session and your families at the Confirmation Lunch on Sunday, May 2 at 12 noon.  Not only will you present your project, but you will also be asked to say a few words about why this expression of faith is important to you.  Your presentation should take around 5 minutes.

