Silver Spring Presbyterian Church
2009-2010 Confirmation Class
Learning Project #2: “Faith and Worship”


During this project, you are being asked to explore another religious tradition.  The choice of which tradition is totally up to you, but you are strongly encouraged to choose a non-Protestant religious tradition that interests you.  That means you can select any Catholic or Orthodox Christian tradition, or Christian derivatives like the Mormons, Christian Science, or Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Or you might decide to explore some closely related, world religion like Judaism or Islam.  Or you might look at one of the Eastern religious traditions.

In doing this project, you will need to do some READING about the religious tradition you select.  A few books are available in Pastor Steele’s library.  Please be sure to sign them out!  You can also check your school and public library as well as the internet.  Whatever you read, please be sure that both of you read it.  Reading does not have to be exhaustive or extensive!!!!

You are being asked to schedule a time when you can ATTEND--confirmand and mentor together--a “worship service” representative of the religious tradition you have selected.  Of course, “worship services” will differ greatly in different religious traditions (day of the week, activities, etc.), and you should call ahead to make sure that a visit will be appropriate.  If you cannot attend a service, then you should try to arrange an interview with a practitioner of that religious tradition, focusing questions on the practices of that religious tradition--worship, meditation, etc.

As a result of your study, find a symbol that represents the religious tradition you have selected.  DRAW THE SYMBOL on a large sheet of paper and be prepared to explain its meaning when we gather again for a regular class meeting on January 10.  (For instance, a symbol for Presbyterians would be the Celtic Cross--an empty cross with a circle around the “intersection.”  The empty cross recalls Jesus’ death and resurrection, while the circle represents that God is eternal).
A QUOTE TO CONSIDER
“Perhaps each of what we call the ‘religious traditions’ offers, among other things, a climbing kit.  The kit won’t be the same because the climbing hazards won’t be the same.  It doesn’t quite make sense to worship your ax and your ropes and your irons, though it’s hard to imagine getting very far without them.  The climb occupies all your energy, all your will, all your skill.  And the very idea of leaning across and shouting abuse to another climber--whether you have in mind religion or mountains--seems to be contemptible and dangerous and silly.”--Ron Eyre
