Silver Spring Presbyterian Church
2009-2010 Confirmation Class
Learning Project #4: “Questions of Faith”

During this learning project you will be engaged in the process of theology.  Theology, quite literally, is “word about God.”  During this project, you will be using words to talk about God.
Of course, Christians are not the only ones to believe in God.  In fact, throughout human history, people have tried to describe the reality that we Christians call “God.”  The descriptions have varied, even among Christians, but all such attempts to describe God are attempts at theology.
In completing this learning project, please use the following process:

1) For the next couple weeks, each confirmand and mentor should try to look each day for some “sign of God’s presence.”  These “signs” can be things that happen to you, things that you hear about happening to others, even events you hear or read in the news.  Please DO NOT use events in which a lot of “God-language” was used.  Rather, look at normal daily events.  If you’re unsure about whether you believe in “God,” you can still do the exercise by answering the question, “If I did believe in a God, what signs of the kind of God I would probably believe in did I see today.”


2) Each day, record the “signs” on the back of this sheet with the date included.

3) Arrange TODAY when you will get together to talk about what you’ve noticed.  Arrange to meet sometime before April 5.
WE WILL MEET ON ______________________ AT ______AM/PM AT __________________.

4) At your appointment, share with each other the daily “signs” you’ve noted.  Then try to answer the following questions:
*How difficult was it to find signs of God’s presence every day?  What do you think that means about God, about the world, about you?
*Based on your lists, what kinds of things does God do in the world?  What are some of the strong characteristics of God?
*With reference to the Apostles’ Creed, are there any “traditional” characteristics of God that you find missing from your list?  What are these, and why do you think they are missing?
Please list your responses to these three questions on a sheet of newsprint and bring it with you to our next Confirmation meeting on Sunday, March 28 at 5:30 PM.
And please note, on Sunday, March 28,  following the end of our regular meeting, I will be meeting only with the Confirmands (not the Mentors) to “practice” for the Good Friday service, to be held on Friday, April 2 at 8 p.m. Dinner will be provided. Confirmands should plan to be here that evening until 8 p.m.
