Silver Spring Presbyterian Church
2009-2010 Confirmation Class
Learning Project #1: “Faith Texts”

During this learning project, you will be exploring the Gospel of Mark, the shortest and, perhaps, the earliest of the gospels written. Many scholars believe that it was written to Christians who were going through a time of persecution for their faith. As you read the Gospel, you might keep this setting in mind. How would this Gospel be helpful to you if people were against you just because you were identified as a Christian? It is a very important faith text for us as Christians.
“Gospel” literally could be translated as “good news.”  The Gospel is the story of the provision we Christians believe God made in Jesus Christ for our salvation and for the transformation of our lives.  There are four gospels in the New Testament.  These four gospels are called Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
In completing this learning project, please use the following process.
1) TONIGHT--Discuss when you both believe you will be able to have read the Gospel of Mark.  Make an appointment now when you plan to get together to discuss what you’ve read and to make your poster.  Allow 1-2 hours for the appointment.  Please be sure that you make your appointment so that you can finish the project before class on Sunday, November 15!
WE WILL MEET ON__________________AT_____AM/PM AT________________________.
2) OVER THE NEXT WEEK OR SO, read the Gospel of Mark in whatever translation you prefer.  It only has 16 chapters, and often takes up as few as 20 pages.  But allow yourself time to read and to think about what you’re reading!  After completing each chapter, on the back of this sheet, write down what story, saying, or words particularly “stick out” to you as being especially meaningful or as raising questions/concerns/confusions.
3) AT YOUR APPOINTMENT discuss with each other the points you’ve noted in your reading.  Decide together on ten stories, sayings, or words that you want to make note of and, on a sheet of poster board, “list” those ten, using words, pictures, or some combination of the two.
4) ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 AT 5:30 PM, come with your poster, ready to talk about what you discovered in one of the central faith texts of Christianity--the Gospel of Mark.
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