Silver Spring Presbyterian Church

2009-2010 Confirmation Class

Learning Project #3: “Living Faith”

Christianity is a religious tradition that has always placed a high value on service for those in need.  In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is quoted as telling people, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these..., you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).  And then, at the very end of the Gospel, Jesus is quoted as saying to his disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations....  And remember, I am with you always...” (Matthew 28:19, 20).

Traditionally, in Presbyterian confirmation materials, each Confirmand has been asked to do something called a “Timothy Task.”  These tasks were given this name in order to remind people of the relationship in the New Testament between the Apostle Paul and one of his closest co-workers, a man named Timothy.  Timothy was apparently much younger than Paul, and yet the two of them worked together to spread God’s love.  A Timothy Task was something that a Confirmand did with an adult to spread God’s love to some of the least, the last, the lost of the world--some act of service that the two have done together.

This tradition continues with the Living Faith learning project outlined below:

1) Each confirmand and mentor will pick a service project that they can do together. The possibilities for service are almost endless. You can work with an organization, or you can organize your own project to help an individual.
2) Do the service project TOGETHER!

3) Get together following the completion of the service project and write a one-page summary about your experience.  Be sure to include information about the following questions:

*What was it that you did?

*What did you like about what you did?

*What did you learn about yourself from this service project?

*Why do you think that this kind of work might be important to God?

4) Turn in your summary at our next meeting, Sunday, March 14, 2010!

